=T Lir:ﬁii'u:f’%f‘i' ' A
I ront Rcm l’lawrs ”’

] MMMMwmhh
cﬁamaykpaformmlhuw
Deborah and business manager for the

Dpumddnmgkindndrdmzﬂ .

- ,‘M«mmdamumawym--

0" lkym
Mmgoaoulxhpafomumwd
: cuth'epmdunbapmple.




.;\ i ll'bcﬂlclhcmph“<

ffibiat w::::::e “:yhr:gogm Deborah, an East Syracuse resident, sabd
: ‘un'km e mare availability as a performing v han
xal school often have their ﬁ:@:\h\okzdmn‘::?:e

Th showtimes for Front Row Players' performanc
.:Q;ﬁunm‘ this fall will be Saturday, Dec <3 0€"A Dickene
allowins fier00n of Sunday, Dec. 8 at ¥ .7 a7 pm.and the
o the full-scale musical — Front Row Players
bridged unior version — th<mdw“mh:’x furst that isnt an
: ever boasted. encompassing an age range from 19 w‘,l:m
n fifties with the exception of the child
gl as people displaying varying levels of pleylag Tiay Tisk
B mobilty ', kevels of verbal communication
“Front Row Players is largely women-led. That includes not oaly
Deb as the president and Chrtstine as the busi
but also Shannon Tompki Istic e
ut a . pkins as the artistic director and charcographer,
fverpool Central School District educator Shayne Knight as niasic .
. l‘-glrmaum resident Chirls Ecker as \ui;t manager, Jamesvilie.
ikt grad Hali Greenhouse as producer, and Andrea Calarco as the
e ms!?::\;:l: foe this upcoming show's flowing dresses and
non, who has been with Froat Row Players since the begianl
the one who picks which shows the group does season to muocns
Lh while working to make the cast a constellation of shining
/ finding every member their perfect part and bringing out

experience directing shows for |-D High School the Bakbwinsville
Guild, CNY Nﬁm«.wm:n&m\\'ﬁ
er w‘ddﬁohﬂ(rcdiu.shnmnalsoponnyvdtrxchmol
45 Past in the Salt City Center's successful production of
s offshoot through the bater half of the 19905 in addition
ndling mwm-.mmmmmuqmumw
Sand dear to her heart as one of ber favorite musicals she's
en a part of, and 50 she relishes the opportunity 10 revive i,

Debo
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whether theatergoens are being
introdaced to it or reminded of theis
experince secing ¥ during the "90s run.

Music dicector Shayne said Front Row's acting group this semester
is "woonderful " and talented, with nooe possessiag the ssghtest ego
o¢ hint of crudty, while Shannon saxd thyey always keep ber on bet
toes and Lsughing.

Chris, the stage manager, who was a mentor for Deborah’s

daughter Amanda befoce stage managing ever crossed ber mind.
Continued om page 16
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3 seconded those notions, saying, “1 have never soen 3 group of

E o
¥ they're quick Jearners toa.”
fa Shayne also said she appreciates that the upbeat, catchy music in

the show was all composed by Syracuse’s own Pat Lotito, though it
does present a challenge that there’s no cast recording she's come

y across that she could pop on at any given moasent and rely on as
{ a template.
To coatinue operating year after year, the non-profit Front Row
Players organization is reliant on corporate sponsors, grants,
 a performance-based fundraiser st for the month of April and
! individual community donutions o offiet its expenses.
DA Christine, 2 Manbus resident, who gets the shows in order on the
[ back end with Deborah and alwo has a daughter with special needs,
Rs s3id she's thankful for the ever-growing support from audiences since
the inception of Front Row Players (n termss of their attendance, thele
of the actors, and their appreciaticon of what the cast is able
1o do rather than what they can't.
p “People who've come 10 a show for the first time might have 2 pee-
concetved notion of what they're going 1o sec onstage,” Deborah said,
“Then when they actually see the show, all thought of disability
disappears because what the actors are able 10 o onstage Nows them
away and deaws them in. We change percaption with every perfoemance.”
Nome of it would be possible without the right professionals i place,
mmmmwmdamcwlaydmw
: everyons s time comanit ment 10 the program, and a shared
10 come together and make it all work, she sasd.
‘Featuring all the dapping, singing and toe tappieg anycee could want,  wit e coudd muster, as well as the memories and legacies of Lotito and
the theater group’s Saturday rehearsals for the Dickens show have e the eeiginal Christmas Present Robert “Tank™ Steingraber,  man with

id in the all- purpose cafeteria of Immacalate Conception Church  big shoes to fll who was light on his feet.

in Tickets to Front Row Players’ eveniog and matinee perform.
- The December shows willl be dedicated to the Late Bill Molesky, ances of “A Dickens of a Christmas™ are available through

R mmummmmmmmhamum ~ frontrowplayers.org, sem
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